
 WHO CAN DECLARE A DISASTER? (REVISED 11/2009) 
 
FEDERAL 
 President of the United States 42 USC §5170 Et seq. 

 
STATE 
 Governor §323.10, Stats. 
 

COUNTY 
 Majority vote of County Board constituting a quorum §§59.02, 59.03, 59.04, 323.11, & 323.14(4)(a), Stats. 
  
 County Board Chair, if empowered by ordinance §§59.12 & 323.14(4)(b), Stats. 
 
 County Executive, if empowered by ordinance or law is subject to enforcement by county executive or any 

person supervised by the county executive §§59.17(2) & 323.14(4)(a), Stats. 
 
 County Administrator, if empowered by ordinance or law is subject to enforcement by county administrator 

or any person supervised by the county administrator §§59.18(2) & 323.14(4)(a), Stats. 
 
 County Sheriff §59.28, Stats. 
 
 Any person/employee/position empowered and designated by ordinance or resolution. 
 
CITY 
 Governing body of any City §§323.11 & 323.14(4)(a), Stats. 
 
 Mayor, subject to later ratification, alteration, modification or repeal by governing body §§62.09(8), 62.11, 

64.29 & 323.14(4)(b), Stats. (Includes City Commission Plan) 
 
 City Manager, subject to later ratification, alteration, modification or repeal by governing body §§64.11 & 

323.14(4)(b), Stats. 
 

 Chief executive officer or acting chief executive officer, subject to later ratification, alteration, modification or 
repeal by governing body §§62.11 & 323.14(4)(b) Stats. 

 
 Any person/employee/position empowered and designated by ordinance or resolution. 
 
VILLAGE  
 Governing body of any Village §§323.11 & 323.14(4)(a), Stats. 

 
 Village president, subject to later ratification by village board §§61.24, 61.34 & 323.14(4)(b), Stats. 
 
 Chief executive officer or acting chief executive officer, subject to later ratification, alteration, modification or 

repeal by governing body §§61.32 & 323.14(4)(b), Stats. 
 
 Any person/employee/position empowered and designated by ordinance or resolution. 
 
TOWN 
 Governing body of any Town §§323.11 & 323.14(4)(a), Stats. 
 
 Town Chairperson subject to later ratification by town board §§60.24(1), 60.22 & 323.14(4)(b), Stats. 
 
 Chief executive officer or acting chief executive officer, subject to later ratification, alteration, modification or 

repeal by governing body §§60.22, 60.23 & 323.14(4)(b), Stats. 
 
 Any person/employee/position empowered and designated by ordinance or resolution. 
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